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On the waterfront
Inverclyde, in the west of Scotland, is already home to an established cluster of energy
companies. Now, regeneration by Riverside Inverclyde looks set to turn this coastal
region into a major centre for the marine renewables sector.
The video accessed via the QR code link on the page
opposite gives an overview of the area’s facilities and potential,
particularly its ports, infrastructure and connectivity strengths.

Scope for development

Inverclyde offers quayside deep water and existing ports and cranage.

R

iverside Inverclyde is regenerating 4.5 miles of Inverclyde
waterfront while advancing the area’s economic growth.
Part of that responsibility is leading on the Inverclyde
renewables proposition and chairing Inverclyde Renewables
Alliance Group, which, in addition to local companies, features
Mainstream Renewable Power and Scottish Enterprise, providing a
regional and national perspective.
Inverclyde (Greenock and Port Glasgow being its largest towns)
is an ideal mobile investment location in the west of Scotland. Its
quayside deep water on the firth of the River Clyde allied to its
overall facilities make Inverclyde well suited to the requirements of
companies in the marine renewables sector.

Excellent facilities
Boasting excellent existing facilities with its ports and
cranage (Inchgreen and Greenock Ocean Terminal ports are
around 200,000m² each, with Inchgreen – featuring the
largest dry dock in the UK – having the capacity to almost
double in size using part of the adjacent James Watt Dock
area), yards, shipbuilding, manufacturing space, and its new
office space and land platformed for industrial and office
development, Inverclyde is only 20 minutes from Glasgow
Airport.
Greenock and Port Glasgow have a proud shipbuilding,
engineering, manufacturing and IT history and a workforce
that is readily adaptable to the opportunities arising from the
offshore renewables growth sector.

Following his visit to Inverclyde on 27 August 2012, the
Greenock Telegraph reported that: “Scotland’s finance minister
believes Inverclyde is in a prime position to attract investment.
“Finance Minister John Swinney said that the district has a
‘very strong platform’ for future development: ‘I had the
opportunity to see the lie of the land at Inchgreen and James
Watt Dock, and it’s clear there is great scope for development.’
“The minister said Inverclyde looks to be ‘very strongly
positioned’ to be a hub for west coast renewable energy
manufacturing: ‘The government has investment resources to
support renewables development, and we will do so. It’s good
there is a very focused approach being taken by all of the
groups involved to make sure Inverclyde is ready for that
opportunity.’”
It’s easy to see why John Swinney considered Inverclyde
“very strongly positioned” in this respect when you add the
cluster potential:
■■ Glasgow’s ITREZ (International Technology and Renewable
Energy Zone) – a global research and development hub
bringing business and academia together to work on the
development of this sector – is under 30 minutes away
■■ Steel Engineering, Doosan Babcock and ANDRITZ HYDRO
Hammerfest are within 20 minutes
■■ Clydeport, 2020 Renewables, Jenda Energy, Ferguson
Shipbuilders, Sanmina, JLES and James Walker Devol
Engineering are already in Inverclyde
■■ further down the River Clyde are Hunterston, Wind Towers
at Machrihanish and the nearby tidal lease sites.
As well as manufacturing and assembly works, Inverclyde is
looking to attract companies seeking a bespoke divisional HQ
adjacent to the waterfront dual carriageway, and also SMEs
and micro-companies seeking accommodation at competitive
rates in smaller, new, multi-occupancy, variable-sized Grade A
office suites, currently under construction, with very attractive
deals compared to Glasgow city centre, and as close to its
airport. So if you’re thinking of expanding your business – and
joining companies like Amazon, Cigna and EE who have
recently done so – think Inverclyde!

Further information

Riverside Inverclyde
www.riversideinverclyde.com/renewables

World Wind Technology | www.worldwind-technology.com
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